REMARKS 

In view of the above amendments and the following remarks, reconsideration of the 
objections and rejections contained in the Office Action of April 2, 2004 is respectfully requested. 

As an initial matter, the Examiner has noted that Japanese reference JP 3083805 (the "JP 
'805 reference"), listed on the Form 1449 submitted with the IDS filed on January 16, 2002, has not 
been considered because a translation or abstract of that reference was not submitted with the IDS. 
Although the Examiner asserts that the JP'805 reference "does not fully correlate with any of the 
cited documents," the Applicants submit that the disclosure of the JP 5 805 reference is substantially 
identical to the disclosure of Japanese Publication 2000-076266, also listed on the Form 1449 
submitted with the IDS filed on January 16, 2002. Thus, the Applicants submit that the JP'805 
reference is merely cumulative and, therefore, not material to the patentability of any of the claims 
pending in this application. 

The Examiner has objected to the title of the invention as not being sufficiently descriptive, 
and has suggested a new title. In view of this objection, the Applicants have now amended the title 
as indicated above to the Examiner's suggested new title. Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the 
Examiner's objection to the title has been overcome. 

In order to make necessary editorial corrections, the entire specification and abstract have 
been reviewed and revised. As the revisions are quite extensive, the amendments to the specification 
and abstract have been incorporated into the attached substitute specification and abstract. For the 
Examiner's benefit, a marked-up copy of the specification indicating the changes made thereto is 
also enclosed. No new matter has been added by the revisions. Entry of the substitute specification 
is thus respectfully requested. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-14 as being anticipated by the Lenz reference (USP 
6,029,196). However, as indicated above, original claims 1-14 have been cancelled and replaced 
with new claims 1 5-34, including new independent claims 15, 21, 27 and 3 1 . The new claims have 
been drafted so as to place the original claims in a preferred form, and so as to clarify the distinctions 
between the present invention and the prior art. Therefore, for the reasons discussed below, it is 
respectfully submitted that new claims 15-34 are clearly patentable over the prior art of record. 
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New independent claims 15 and 27 are both directed to an apparatus that includes an 
application executing unit for executing an application so as to generate data, and a retrieval 
requesting unit for making a retrieval request to a server in order to retrieve an instruction file. The 
instruction file includes instructions for transmitting transmission data to the server, and the 
transmission data comprises at least a portion of the data generated due to the execution of the 
application. The instruction file also includes transmission information specifying data for 
specifying the transmission data to be transmitted to the server. A transmission processing unit is 
also provided, and the transmission processing unit includes a transmission data determining unit 
for determining the transmission to be transmitted to the server based on the transmission 
information specifying data. 

As illustrated in Figure 9 and described in paragraph [0065] spanning pages 24 and 25 of the 
original specification, the instruction file includes transmission information specifying data 91 that 
specifies the transmission data to be transmitted to the server, and the transmission data comprises 
at least a portion of the data that is generated due to execution of an application. For example, high 
score information, which comprises just a portion of the data generated due to execution of a game 
application, can be specified by the transmission information specifying data. Then, a transmission 
data determining unit determines the transmission data (i.e., the high score) which is to be 
transmitted to the server based on the transmission information specifying data. Consequently, 
because the instruction file is requested from the server, changes in the instructions concerning the 
data transmission process between the server and the communications terminal can be changed, if 
necessary, by simply modifying the instruction file in the server, rather than by modifying an 
application in a communications terminal (see [001 8] on page 6 of the original specification). This 
is extremely important if, for example, a particular system includes numerous communications 
terminals communicating with a single server. 

The Lenz reference discloses an automatic client configuration system in which a 
configuration file 106 can be transmitted from a server 103 to a client 102. The Examiner asserts 
that the instruction file can include information "that facilities transmission to the server or other 
servers, such as an e-mail address for the client (col. 2, line 42) or security information (col. 4, line 




21)." However, the Lenz reference does not disclose or suggest an instruction file that includes 
transmission information specifying data for specifying transmission data to be transmitted to a 
server, in which the transmission data comprises at least a portion of the data generated due to 
execution of an application. In this regard, the e-mail address and the security information cited by 
the Examiner are not examples of data generated due to execution of an application. Therefore, it 
is submitted that the Lenz reference does not anticipate or even suggest independent claims 15 and 
27. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that new independent claims 1 5 and 27, and the claims 
that depend therefrom, are clearly patentable over the prior art of record. 

New independent claim 2 1 is directed to a data transmission program that comprises various 
steps also recited in the data transmission method of independent claim 3 1 . In particular, the data 
transmission program of claim 2 1 and the data transmission method of independent claim 3 1 each 
recite executing an application so as to generate data, and making a retrieval request to a server to 
retrieve an instruction file. The instruction file includes instructions for transmitting transmission 
data to a server, the transmission data comprising at least a portion of the data generated due to 
execution of an application, and also includes transmission information specifying data for 
specifying the transmission data to be transmitted to the server. The transmission data to be 
transmitted to the server is determined based on the transmission information specifying data, and 
the transmission data is then transmitted to the server. 

Thus, as explained above with respect to independent claims 15 and 27, transmission 
information specifying data is used to determine at least a portion of the data generated due to 
execution of an application, so that this data can then be transmitted to a server. Therefore, because 
the instruction file including the transmission information specifying data is retrieved by making a 
retrieval request to the sever, the instruction file can be stored in the server, rather than in a 
communications terminal. As a result, the instruction file can be easily modified or changed, if 
necessary. 

As also explained above with respect to independent claims 15 and 27, the Lenz reference 
discloses a configuration file that includes information concerning an e-mail address or security. 
However, the configuration file of the Lenz reference does not include transmission information 
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specifying data for specifying transmission data to be transmitted to a server, in which the 
transmission data comprises at least a portion of the data generated due to execution of an 
application. In contrast, the e-mail address and security information of the Lenz reference is not 
generated during execution of an application. Therefore, it is submitted that the Lenz reference does 
not anticipate or even suggest the invention recited in new independent claims 21 and 31. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that new independent claims 2 1 and 3 1 , and the claims that 
depend therefrom, are clearly patentable over the prior art of record. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is submitted that the present application 
is now in condition for allowance. However, if the Examiner should have any comments or 
suggestions to help speed the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is requested to contact 
the Applicant's undersigned representative. 



WDH/gtg 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
July 2, 2004 



Respectfully submitted. 




Satoshi INAMl et al 



W. D/uglas Hahm 
Registration No. 44,142 
Attorney for Applicants 
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

COMMUN I CAT I ONS TERMINAL A COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
FOR RETRIEVING INSTRUCTION FILES FROM A SERVER _ mwmmwm ^ 

RECEIVED 

JUL 0 8 2004 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Technology Center 2600 

Field of the Invention * J 
[0001] The present invention relates to communications terminals and, more 
specifically, to a communications terminal for transmitting data retrieved by 
executing an application to a server. 



Description of the Background Art 

[0002] Conventionally, a system constructed by a WWW (World Wide Web) 
server and a client has been suggested, wherein execution of an application is 
related to data transmission between the server and the client. In such a_system, 
information about a result of executing an application is transmitted from a client's 
terminal to the server, or data stored in the terminal is transmitted to the server by 
using a dedicated application. 

[0003] One example of the above is a system where the application to be 
executed at the terminal is a game application, and the information indicating the 
result of executing the game application is a score obtained in the game. 
Specifically, the terminal transmits, as the result of executing the game, information 
about the score in the game to the server. -Of* Upon receiving the score, the 
server updates information about the user's records of the game. The information 
about the user's records becomes public through a Web page, or is returned to the 
terminal that transmitted the score. 



[0004] Another example of the above is a system where data stored in the 
terminal, such as schedule information or telephone directory information, is 
uploaded to the server. This uploading is carried out by using a dedicated 
application stored in the terminal for transmitting the data to the server. 
[0005] In the above system, the data transmission processing from the 
terminal to the server (hereinafter simply referred to as data transmission process) 
is specified in the application that carries out the processing. In other words, the 
application previously incorporates information about what data to be transmitted 
to the server, which format is used for transmission, to which server the data is 
transmitted, and other information. By following the incorporated information, the 
application carries out the data transmission process. Note that, in some cases, 
the above data transmission processing may be determined by a user's input. In 
such cases, the use r hav e has to specify data to be transmitted to the server, a 
transmission format, and a destination server, which is quite burdensome. 
[0006] In the above conventional system, to change the data transmission 
process, the application itself has to be changed. This is because the application 
previously incorporates the information about the data transmission process. 
Consequently, a new application has to be installed in each terminal. For this 
reason, changing the data transmission process is very difficult in the conventional 
system. 

[0007] For example, for changing a game application so as to transmit to the 
server not only the score of the game but also a name of a player, a new 
application has to be installed in each terminal. The application itself also has to 
be changed for changing the format of the data to be transmitted to the server or 
the server that should receive the data. 



[0008] Furthermore, the application stored in the conventional terminal 
includes data about the data transmission process, thereby increasing the data 
size of the application. This increase is a significant drawback to a terminal having 
relatively small memory, such as a cellular phone. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] Therefore, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a communications terminal capable of easily changing a process for 
transmitting data to a server, and also capable of reducing a data amount of an 
application stored in the terminal. 

[0010] The present invention has the following features to attain the above 
object-afeove. 

[0011] A first aspect of the present invention is directed to a communications 
terminal capable of communicating with a server via a network, and the 
communications terminal i nclud e s: includes an application executing unit for 
executing an application. A retrieval requesting unit is also provided for making, 
before or after the application is activated, a retrieval request to the server for 
retrieving an instruction file that describes an instruction for transmitting to the 
server all or part of data generated as a result of executing the application. The 
terminal also includes a transmission processing unit for carrying out transmission 
to the server after the application is executed, bv following the instruction 
described in the instruction file transmitted from the server in response to the 
retrieval reguest. 

an appl i cat i on e x e cut i ng unit for e xecut i ng a n appl i c a t i on; 
a r e tri e va l r e qu e sting unit for mak i ng, b e for e or aft e r th e a pplic a tion i s 

3 



act i vat e d, a r e tri e va l r e qu e st to th e s e rv e r for r e tri e v i ng a n i nstruction f i l e that 
d e sc ri b e s an i nstruction for transm i tting to tho s e rv e r al l or part of data g e n e rat e d 
a s a r e su l t of e xecuting the app li cat i on; and 

a transmission proc e ssing un i t for carry i ng out transmission to th e 

s e rv e r aft e r th e app l ic a tion i s e x e cut e d, by fo l lowing th e i nstruct i on d e scr i b e d i n 
th e i nstruct i on f i l e tr a nsm i tt e d from th e serv e r in r e spons e to th e r e triev al r e qu e st. 
[0012] In the above described first aspect, a request for retrieving an 
instruction file is made in relation to execution of the application. The 
communications terminal determines transmission processing to the server based 
on the instruction file transmitted from the server. Therefore, the transmission 
processing from the communications terminal to the server can be easily changed 
only by changing the instruction included in the instruction file. This facilitates 
changes in data transmission processing to the server. Also, in the above first 
aspect, the application itself does not have to define anything about transmission 
processing to the server. Therefore, the amount of application data stored in the 
terminal can be reduced. 

[0013] According to a second aspect, in the first aspect, the application 
executing unit starts executing the application upon receipt of the instruction file 
transmitted from the server in response to the retrieval request. 
[0014] In the above described second aspect, the user can enable the 
application to be automatically executed by making a request for retrieving an 
instruction file. 

[0015] According to a third aspect, in the first aspect, the retrieval requesting 
unit makes the retrieval request by specifying the instruction file stored in the 
server with a Web browser. 
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[0016] In the above described third aspect, the user can enable the 
transmission processing te-on the server only by carrying out a simple operation to 
on the Web browser, such as clicking link information. Especially, in a case where 
the communications terminal is a mobile communications terminal, an input device 
provided thereto is often capable of only a simple operation. In such a_case, it is 
quite effective to be able to execute the transmission processing-te on the server 
with such a_simple operation. 

[0017] According to a fourth aspect, in the first aspect, the instruction file 
includes transmission information specifying data for specifying transmission data 
to be transmitted to the s e rv e r a nd server. The transmission processing unit 
includes a transmission data determining unit for determining, based on the 
transmission information specifying data, the transmission data to be transmitted 
to the server from among the generated data, and a transmitting unit for 
transmitting the transmission data to the server. 

th e transm i ss i on proc es sing unit includ e s: 

a transm i ss i on d a t a d e t e rm i n i ng un i t for d e t e rmining, bas e d on 

th e transmiss i on inform a t i on sp e c i fy i ng d a t a , the transmiss i on d a ta to b e 
tr a nsmitt e d to th e s e rv e r from among th e g e n e rated dat a ; a nd 

a transm i tt i ng unit for transm i tt i ng th e transm i ssion dat a to th e 

s e rv e r. 

[0018] In the above described fourth aspect, by changing the transmission 
information specifying data included in the instruction file, the data to be 
transmitted to the server can be changed. Therefore, the server can easily change 
the data to be transmitted to the communications terminal, thereby enabling only 
the required data to be transmitted to the communications terminal. 



[0019] According to a fifth aspect, in the first aspect, the instruction file 
includes transmission format specifying data for specifying a format used for 
transmitting transmission data to be transmitted to the s e rver a nd server. The 
transmission processing unit includes a transmission format determining unit for 
determining a transmission format of the transmission data based on the 
transmission format specifying data, and a transmitting unit for transmitting the 
transmission data in the transmission format determined by the transmission 
format determining unit. 

th e transm i ssion process i ng un i t i nclud e s: 

a transm i ssion format d e t e rmining un i t for d e t e rmin i ng a 

transmission format of th e tr a nsm i ss i on d a ta bas e d on th e tr a nsm i ss i on form a t 
sp e c i fy i ng data; and 

a transm i tt i ng un i t for transm i tt i ng th e transm i ss i on d a ta i n th e 

tr a nsm i ss i on format d e t e rm i n e d by th e transmission format d e t e rm i ning unit. 
[0020] In the above described fifth aspect, by changing the transmission 
format specifying data included in the instruction file, the transmission format used 
for transmitting the data to the server can be changed. Therefore, even if the 
processing program at the server side is changed and the format of the data to be 
processed is changed accordingly, the application at the communications terminal 
side does not have to be changed. Furthermore, a plurality of servers support 
different transmission formats, and all of these formats do not have to be defined in 
the application. That is, even if there— are is a plurality of servers, their 
transmission formats do not have to be the same. 

[0021] According to a sixth aspect, in the first aspect, the instruction file 
includes destination server specifying data for specifying a destination server in 
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said- the transmission, and the transmission processing unit carries out the 
transmission to the destination server specified by the destination server 
specifying data. 

sa i d tr a nsmiss i on process i ng un i t carri e s out s ai d transm i ssion to th e 
d e stinat i on s e rv e r specifi e d by said d e stinat i on s e rv e r sp e cifying data. 
[0022] In the abov e des c r i b e d above-described sixth aspect, by changing 
the destination server specifying data included in the instruction file, the 
destination server can be easily changed. Therefore, for example, even if the 
processing load on a single server becomes so heavy that the load is distributed 
among a plurality of servers, or the destination server is temporarily changed due 
to server maintenance, the application does not have to be reinstalled, thereby 
easily changing the destination server. 

[0023] A seventh aspect of the present invention is directed to a computer 
program embodied on a computer readable medium, the computer program being 
for use in a communications terminal capable of communicating with a server via a 
n e twork, and th e network. The computer program includes the steps ofr of 
executing an application and, before or after the application is activated, making a 
retrieval reguest to the server for retrieving an instruction file that describes an 
instruction for transmitting to the server all or part of data generated as a result of 
executing the application. Transmission to the server after the application is 
executed is carried out by following the instruction described in the instruction file 
transmitted from the server in response to the retrieval reguest. 

e x e cut i ng a n a pp li c a t i on; 
making, b e for e or aft e r th e application i s act i vat e d, a r e tri e val r e qu e st 
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to th e s e rv e r for r e tr ie v i ng an i nstruction fil e that d e scr i b e s an instruct i on for 
tr a n s mitt i ng to th e s e rv e r a l l or part of data g e n e rat e d as a r e sult of e xecuting th e 
appl i cat i on; and 

carry i ng out transm i ssion to th e s e rv e r aft e r th e a ppl i cat i on is 

e x e cut e d, by follow i ng th e i nstruction d e scribed in th e i nstruct i on f ile transmitt e d 
from th e s e rv e r i n r e spons e to t he re tr ie v al r eque s t. 

[0024] In the above described seventh aspect, a request for retrieving an 
instruction file is made in relation to execution of the application. The 
communications terminal determines transmission processing to the server based 
on the instruction file transmitted from the server. Therefore, the transmission 
processing from the communications terminal to the server can be easily changed 
only by changing the instruction included in the instruction file. This facilitates 
changes in data transmission processing to the server. Also, in the above first 
aspect, the application itself does not have to define anything about transmission 
processing to the server. Therefore, the amount of application data stored in the 
terminal can be reduced. 

[0025] According to an eighth aspect, in the application executing step of 
the seventh aspect, in th e app l icat i on e x e cuting st e p, the application is started to 
be executed upon receipt of the instruction file transmitted from the server in 
response to the retrieval request. 

[0026] In the above described eighth aspect, the user can enable the 
application to be automatically executed by making a request for retrieving an 
instruction file. 

[0027] According to a ninth aspect, in the retrieval request making step of 
the seventh aspect, i n th e r e tr ie va l requ e st making st e p, the retrieval request is 
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made by specifying the instruction file stored in the server with a Web browser. 
[0028] In the above described ninth aspect, the user can enable the 
transmission processing to the server only by carrying out a simple operation-te on 
the Web browser, such as clicking link information. Especially, in a case where the 
communications terminal is a mobile communications terminal, an input device 
provided thereto is often capable of only a simple operation. In such a_case, it is 
quite effective to be able to execute the transmission processing-te on the server 
with such a_simple operation. 

[0029] According to a tenth aspect, in the seventh aspect, the instruction file 
includes transmission information specifying data for specifying transmission data 
to be transmitted to the s e rv e r and server. The transmitting step includes the steps 
of determining, based on the transmission information specifying data, the 
transmission data to be transmitted to the server from among the generated data; 
and transmitting the transmission data to the server. 

th e transm i tt i ng st e p includ e s th e st e ps of: 

d e t e rm i n i ng, bas e d on th e transmiss i on informat i on sp e c i fying 

d a t a , th e tr a nsmiss i on data to b e tr a nsmitted to th e s e rv e r from a mong th e 
g e nera t e d data; a nd 

transmitting th e transmiss i on data to th e s e rv e r 

[0030] In the above described tenth aspect, by changing the transmission 
information specifying data included in the instruction file, the data to be 
transmitted to the server can be changed. Therefore, the server can easily change 
the data to be transmitted to the communications terminal, thereby enabling only 
the required data to be transmitted to the communications terminal. 
[0031] According to an eleventh aspect, in the seventh aspect, the 
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instruction file includes transmission format specifying data for specifying a format 
used for transmitting transmission data to be transmitted to the s e rv e r, and server. 
In addition, the transmission processing step includes the steps of determining a 
transmission format of the transmission data based on the transmission format 
specifying data; and transmitting the transmission data in the transmission format 
determined by the transmission format determining unit 

th e transmiss i on proc e ss i ng st e p i nc l ud e s th e st e ps of: 

d e t e rm i n i ng a transm i ss i on format of th e transmiss i on data bas e d 

on th e transm i ss i on format spec i fying data; and 

transm i tting th e transm i ss i on dat a i n th e tr a nsmission format 

d e t e rmined by th e tr a nsmiss i on format d e t e rm i ning un i t. 

[0032] In the above described eleventh aspect, by changing the 
transmission format specifying data included in the instruction file, the transmission 
format used for transmitting the data to the server can be changed. Therefore, 
even if the processing program at the server side is changed and the format of the 
data to be processed is changed accordingly, the application at the 
communications terminal side does not have to be changed. Furthermore, even if 
a plurality of servers support different transmission formats, all of these formats do 
not have to be defined in the application. That is, even if there are a plurality of 
servers, their transmission formats do not have to be the same. 
[0033] According to a twelfth aspect, in the seventh aspect, the instruction 
file includes destination server specifying data for specifying a destination server in 
the transmiss i on, and transmission. The transmission processing unit carries out 
the transmission to the destination server specified by the destination server 
specifying data. 
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th e transmiss i on proc e ss i ng un i t carri e s out th e transm i ss i on to th e 
d e st i nation s e rv e r sp e cifi e d by the d e stination s e rv e r sp e c i fy i ng data. 
[0034] In the above described twelfth aspect, by changing the destination 
server specifying data included in the instruction file, the destination server can be 
easily changed. Therefore, for example, even if the processing load on a single 
server becomes so heavy that the load is distributed among a plurality of servers, 
or the destination server is temporarily changed due to server maintenance, the 
application does not have to be reinstalled, thereby easily changing the destination 
server. 

[0035] A thirteenth aspect of the present invention is directed to a 
communications system including a communications terminal capable of 
transmitting data generated as a result of executing an application and a server 
capable of communicating with the communications terminal via a n e twork, 
network. The server includes an instruction file storage unit for storing an 
instruction file that describes an instruction for transmitting all or part of the 
generated data, and an instruction file transmitting unit for transmitting the 
instruction file in response to a retrieval reguest from the communications terminal 
for retrieving the instruction file. The communications terminal includes an 
application executing unit for executing the application, and a retrieval reguesting 
unit for making, before or after the application is activated, a retrieval reguest to 
the server for retrieving an instruction file that describes an instruction for 
transmitting to the server all or part of data generated as a result of executing the 
application. A transmission processing unit is also provided for carrying out 
transmission to the server after the application is executed, by following the 
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instruction described in the instruction file transmitted from the server in response 
to the retrieval request. 

the s e rv e r i nclud e s: 

an i nstruct i on fil e storag e un i t for storing an i nstruct i on fi le that 

d e scr i b e s a n i nstruction for transmitting al l or part of th e g e n e rat e d data; a nd 

an i nstruct i on fi le transm i tt i ng unit for transm i tting th e instruction 

fi le i n r e spons e to a r e tr ie va l r e qu e st from th e communicat i ons t e rmina l for 
r e tri e v i ng th e i nstruct i on fil e , and 

th e communicat i ons t e rm i na l i nc l ud e s: 

an a pp l ic a tion e x e cut i ng un i t for e x e cut i ng th e a pp li c a t i on; 

a r e tr ie va l r e qu e sting unit for mak i ng, b e fore or a ft e r the 

a pp li c a t i on i s a ct i vat e d, a retr ie va l r e qu e st to th e s e rv e r for r e tr ie v i ng a n i nstruct i on 
fil e that d e scrib e s a n i nstruct i on for transmitting to th e s e rv e r a ll or part of data 
g e n e rated as a r e su l t of e xecut i ng th e appl i c a t i on; and 

a transm i ss i on proc e ss i ng un i t for carrying out tr a nsm i ssion to th e 

s e rv e r a ft e r th e app l ication is ex e cut e d, by follow i ng th e instruct i on d e scr i b e d in 
th e instruct i on f ile tr a nsm i tted from th e s e rv e r i n r e spons e to th e r e tr ie v a l r e qu e st. 
[0036] In the above thirteenth aspect, a request for retrieving an instruction 
file is made in relation to execution of the application. The communications 
terminal determines transmission processing to the server based on the instruction 
file transmitted from the server. Therefore, the transmission processing from the 
communications terminal to the server can be easily changed only by changing the 
instruction included in the instruction file. This facilitates changes in data 
transmission processing to the server. Also, in the above first aspect, the 
application itself does not have to define anything about transmission processing 
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to the server Therefore, the amount of application data stored in the terminal can 
be reduced. 

[0037] A fourteenth aspect of the present invention is directed to a data 
transmission method used in a network including a communications terminal 
capable of transmitting data generated as a result of executing an application and 
a server capable of communicating with the communications terminal via the 
n e twork, wh e r e in network. An instruction file that describes an instruction for 
transmitting all or part of the generated data from the communications terminal is 
stored in advance. The method includes executing an application and before or 
after the application is activated, making a retrieval reguest to the server for 
retrieving an instruction file that describes an instruction for transmitting to the 
server all or part of data generated as a result of executing the application. In 
response to the retrieval reguest, an instruction file previously stored in the server 
is transmitted to the communications terminal that made the retrieval reguest, and 
transmission to the server after the application is executed is carried out by 
following the instruction described in the instruction file transmitted from the server 
in response to the retrieval reguest. 

an i nstruct i on fi le that d e scrib e s an i nstruct i on for tr a nsmitt i ng a l l or 
part of th e g e n e r a t e d dat a from th e commun i cat i ons t e rmina l i s stor e d i n a dvanc e , 

r> nH 
crnu 

th e m e thod i nclud e s: 

a st e p of e x e cuting an application; 

a st e p of m a k i ng, b e for e or aft e r th e applic a tion i s act i vat e d, a 

r e tr ie va l r e qu e st to th e s e rv e r for r e trieving a n i nstruct i on fil e th a t d e scr i b e s an 
instruct i on for transm i tt i ng to th e s e rv e r a l l or part of data g e n e rat e d a s a r e sult of 
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e xecut i ng th e app li cat i on; 

a st e p of transm i tt i ng, i n r e spons e to th e r e tr ie val r e qu e st, an 

instruct i on fi l e pr e v i ously stor e d i n th e s e rv e r to th e commun i cat i ons t e rminal that 
mad e th e retr ie v al r e qu e st; a nd 

a st e p of carrying out transmission to the s e rv e r aft e r th e 

a ppl i cation is e x e cut e d, by fo l low i ng th e i nstruct i on d e scr i b e d i n th e instruction f ile 
transm i tt e d from th e s e rv e r in r e spons e to th e r e tri e val r e qu e st. 
[0038] In the above fourteenth aspect, a request for retrieving an instruction 
file is made in relation to execution of the application. The communications 
terminal determines transmission processing to the server based on the instruction 
file transmitted from the server. Therefore, the transmission processing from the 
communications terminal to the server can be easily changed only by changing the 
instruction included in the instruction file. This facilitates changes in data 
transmission processing to the server. Also, in the above first aspect, the 
application itself does not have to define anything about transmission processing 
to the server. Therefore, the amount of application data stored in the terminal can 
be reduced. 

[0039] These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent from the following detailed 
description of the present invention when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0040] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of a network system 
including a communications terminal according to one embodiment of the present 



invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a hardware structure of a 

communications terminal 1 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a_hardware structure of a server 3 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a functional structure of the 
communications terminal 1 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG 5 is a block diagram showing afunctional structure of the 
communications terminal 1 shown in FIG 1; 

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a flow of content retrieval processing 
carried out in a terminal-side communications control unit 41 shown in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a flow of content transmission 
processing carried out in a server-side communications control unit 51 shown in 
FIG. 5; 

FIG 8 is a flowchart showing a flow of transmission data generation 
processing carried out by a transmission data generating unit 44 shown in FIG 4; 
and 

FIG 9 is an example illustration of an instruction file according to the 
present embodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0041] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of a network system 
including a communications terminal according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. In FIG 1, the network system includes a communications terminal 1, a 
network 2, and a server 3. The server 3 is a_so-called WWW server. The 



communications terminal 1 may be a mobile terminal such as a cellular phone. 
Note that, although not shown, the network system includes a plurality of 
communications terminals oth e r than in addition to the communications terminal 1, 
and a plurality of servers oth e r th a n in addition to the server 3. 
[0042] Upon receiving a request from the communications terminal 1, the 
server 3 transmits an instruction file to the communications terminal 1. The 
instruction file is a file that d e scr i b e s includes information about an i nstruct i on 
instructions for transmitting data from the communications terminal to the server. 
That is, the communications terminal determines, by following the i nstruct i on 
instructions described in the instruction file, what data should be transmitted to 
which server in which format. A specific example of the instruction file is shown in 
FIG. 9. Note herein that, in the following description, data transmitted from the 
communications terminal to the external server by following the instruct i on 
instructions described in the instruction file is called "transmission data". 
[0043] FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a hardware structure of the 
communications terminal 1 shown in FIG. 1. The communications terminal 1 
includes a CPU 11, RAM 12, a storage device 13, a communications device 14, an 
input device 15, and a display device 16. The CPU 11 uses the RAM 12 as a 
working area for executing a program stored in the storage device 13. 
[0044] The storage device 13 is structured by a ROM, a hard disk, or the 
like, for storing an application 131, a Web browser 132, and a transmission data 
generation program 133. In the present embodiment, the application 131 is a 
"Whack-A-Mole" game application. The storage device 13 may store a plurality of 
applications. The Web browser 132 is a program for retrieving a-content held in 
the server 3 and carrying out display and other processing. The transmission data 



generation program 133 is a program for generating transmission data to be 
transmitted from the communications terminal 1 to the server 3 by following the 
above i nstruction instructions for transmission described in the instruction file. 
Although not shown, the storage device 13 also stores data generated as a result 
of executing the application 131. 

[0045] The communications unit 14 transmits/receives data to/from the 
server 3 via the network 2. The input device 15 is structured by, for example, a 
keyboard for providing an input of an instruction instructions from the user. The 
display device 16 is structured by, for example, a liquid crystal display for 
displaying a Web page or images based on the application. Note that the other 
communications terminals included in the network system of FIG. 1 are similar in 
structure to the communications terminal 1. 

[0046] FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a_hardware structure of the server 3 
shown in FIG. 1. The server 3 includes a CPU 31, RAM 32, a storage device 33, 
and a communications device 34. The CPU 31 uses the RAM 32 as a working 
area for executing a program stored in the storage device 33. 
[0047] The storage device 33 is structured by, for example, a hard disk or 
the like for storing a WWW server program 331 and a transmission data 
processing program 332. The WWW server program 331 is a program fef- so that 
the server 34o can carry out data transmission with the communications terminal 
1. The transmission data processing program 332 is a program for carrying out 
processing when the server 3 receives the transmission data transmitted from the 
communications terminal 1. Although not shown, the storage device 33 also 
stores contents for transmission to the communications terminals, transmission 
data received from the communications terminals, and-othefs other material . 



[0048] The communications device 34 carries out data transmission with 
each communications terminal via the network 2. Note that the other servers 
included in the network system of FIG. 1 are similar in structure to the server 3. 
[0049] FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing afunctional structure of the 
communications terminal 1 shown in FIG. 1. In FIG 4, the communications 
terminal 1 includes a terminal-side communications control unit 41, an application 
executing unit 42, a generated data storage unit 43, a transmission data 
generating unit 44, an input unit 45, and a display unit 46. 

[0050] The terminal-side communications control unit 41 carries out content 
retrieval proc e ss i ng. — Tfre- processinq, and the details on the content retrieval 
processing is^are shown in FIG. 6. The terminal-side communications control unit 
41 is realized by the CPU 11 and the RAM 12 that execute the Web browser 132, 
and the communications unit 14. The terminal-side communications control unit 
41 implements a protocol for accessing te-the Internet (typically, HTTP (Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol)), and carries out data communications with the server 3 via the 
network 2. The terminal-side communications control unit 41 is connected to the 
server 3 via the network 2 for retrieving a content stored in the server 3 and 
carrying out predetermined processing. Also, the terminal-side communications 
control unit 41 is capable of requesting o Mhat the server 3 te-execute the 
transmission data processing program 332. Typically, the transmission data 
processing program 332 is realized by a CGI (Common Gateway Interface). 
[0051] The application executing unit 42 is realized by the CPU 11 and the 
RAM 12 that execute the application 131. Here, data generated by the application 
executing unit 42 is called generated data. The generated data storage unit 43 is 
realized by the storage device 13 for storing the above generated data. 
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[0052] The transmission data generating unit 44 carries out transmission 
data generation processing. Details on the transmission data generation 
processing are shown in FIG. 8. The transmission data generating unit 44 is 
realized by the CPU 11 and the RAM 12 that execute the transmission data 
generation program 133. The input unit 45 is realized by the input device 15. The 
display unit 46 is realized by the display device 16. 

[0053] FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing afunctional structure of the server 
3 shown in FIG. 1. The server 3 includes a server-side communications control 
unit 51, a content storage unit 52, a transmission data processing unit 53, afh and a 
transmission data storage unit 54. 

[0054] The server-side communications control unit 51 carries out content 
transmission processing. Details on the content transmission processing are 
shown in FIG. 7. The server-side communications control unit 51 is realized by the 
CPU 31 and the RAM 32 that execute the WWW server program 331, and the 
communications device 34. 

[0055] The content storage unit 52 is realized by the storage device 33 for 
storing contents. Here, contents are broadly categorized into two types . One type 
is the above mentioned instruction file. The other type is data processed by the 
Web browser 132. Such data is typified by a Web page described in HTML 
(Hypertext Markup Language), or may be still pictures, music, video, or the like. 
[0056] The transmission data processing unit 53 carr i es out hand l ing of 
r e c e iv i ng receives the instruction file from the communications terminal 1. The 
transmission data processing unit 53 is realized by the CPU 31 and the RAM 32 
that execute the transmission data processing program 332. The transmission 
data storage unit 54 is realized by the storage device 33 for storing the 



transmission data. 

[0057] Described below is the operation-m ofjhe network system shown in 
FIG. 1. Here, described is a case where the operation is carried out between the 
communications terminal 1 and the server 3. More specifically, assume herein that 
the application 131 executed by the communications terminal 1 is a "Whack-A- 
Mole" game application, and a high score is transmitted as the transmission data 
to the server 3. 

[0058] First, the terminal-side communications control unit 41 carries out 
content retrieval processing. FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing-a the flow of the 
content retrieval processing carried out by the terminal-side communications 
control unit 41 shown in FIG. 4. First, the terminal-side communications control 
unit 41 causes the display unit 46 to display a Web page received from the server 
3 (step S61). Here, the user uses the input unit 45 to select anchor information 
displayed as a link on the Web page. To start the game application, the user 
selects anchor information linked to the application. For example, the user selects 
anchor information linked to the "Whack-A-Mole" game application for execution. 
[0059] Next, the terminal-side communications control unit 41 sends a 
content retrieval request to a server specified by a URL (Uniform Resource 
Locator) (in the present embodiment, the server 3) linked to the anchor information 
selected by the user (step S62). The data transmitted to the server 3 as the 
retrieval request includes the above URL-Oa Upon receiving the content retrieval 
request sent in step S62, the server-side communications control unit 51 of the 
server 3 carries out content transmission processing. Described below is the 
content transmission processing in the server-side communications control unit 51. 
[0060] FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a flow of the content transmission 



processing carried out by the server-side communications control unit 51 shown in 
FIG. 5. First, the server-side communications control unit 51 receives a content 
retrieval request transmitted from the communications terminal 1 (step S71). 
Then, the server-side communications control unit 51 retrieves, from the content 
storage unit 52, a-content linked to-a the URL included in the received retrieval 
request (step S72). In step S72, if the URL is linked to an instruction file, for 
example, the server-side communications control unit 51 retrieves the instruction 
file. If the URL is linked to a Web page, the server-side communications control 
unit 51 retrieves data of the Web page. Finally, the server-side communications 
control unit 51 transmits the content retrieved in step S72 to the t e rm i nal 31 
terminal 1 (step S73), and then ends the procedure. 

[0061] Referring back to FIG. 6, the terminal-side communications control 
unit 41 receives the content transmitted from the server 3 (step S63). Then, the 
terminal-side communications control unit 41 determines which application should 
be used based on the type of tbe-content received in step S63 (step S64). That is, 
the terminal-side communications control unit 41 determines whether the received 
content is an instruction file or not. If it is determined in step S64 that the received 
content is not an instruction file but data to be processed by the Web browser 132, 
the terminal-side communications control unit 41 carries out ^display processing 
(step S65). Specifically, the terminal-side communications control unit 41 causes 
the display unit 46 to display the content received in step S63. 
[0062] On the other hand, if it is determined in step S64 that the received 
content is an instruction file, the terminal-side communications control unit 41 
outputs to the application executing unit 42 an instruction for starting the 
application 131 (step S66). The terminal-side communications control unit 41 then 



outputs the received content, that is, the instruction file, to the transmission data 
generating unit 44 (step S67), and then ends the procedure. Thus, the content 
retrieval processing in the terminal-side communications unit 41 is completed. 
[0063] In response to the instruction for starting the application 131 supplied 
from the terminal-side communications control unit 41 in the above step S66 of 
FIG. 6, the application executing unit 42 starts executing the application 131 In 
the present embodiment, the "Whack-A-Mole" game is started. Moreover, the 
application executing unit 42 outputs the above mentioned generated data to the 
generated data storage unit 43. In the present embodiment, as the generated 
data, a high score obtained in the "Whack-A-Mole" game and the level of difficulty 
at the time of obtaining the high score are outputted to the generated data storage 
unit 43. The generated data storage unit 43 stores the generated data supplied by 
the application executing unit 42. 

[0064] In response to the instruction file supplied by the terminal-side 
communications control unit 41 in the above step S67 of FIG 6, the transmission 
data generating unit 44 carries out transmission data generation processing. 
FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a flow of the transmission data generation processing 
carried out by the transmission data generating unit 44 shown in FIG. 4. First, the 
transmission data generating unit 44 analyzes the instruction file supplied by the 
terminal-side communications control unit 41 (step S81). Described below is a 
specific example of the instruction file. 

[0065] FIG. 9 is an example illustration of the instruction file according to the 
present embodiment. Note that, in FIG. 9, the instruction file is described in XML 
(extensible Markup Language) format. As illustrated in FIG. 9, the instruction file 
includes transmission information specifying data 91, transmission format 
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specifying data 92, and destination server specifying data 93. The transmission 
information specifying data 91 describes what data is transmitted from the 
communications terminal 1. That is, the transmission information specifying data 
91 specifies data to be transmitted as the transmission data. In FIG. 9, high score 
information representing the game results is transmitted as the transmission data. 
[0066] The transmission format specifying data 92 describes information 
about a format to be used for generating data to be transmitted. That is, the 
transmission format specifying data 92 specifies the format to be used for 
transmitting the transmission data. In FIG. 9, a query is used for transmission, 
"GET" is used as a command (method) for transmitting the transmission data, and 
the transmission data is transmitted as not being compressed. 
[0067] The destination server specifying data 93 describes a location of the 
destination server That is, the destination server specifying data 93 specifies the 
server to which the transmission data is transmitted. In FIG. 9, the transmission 
data is transmitted to the server located at http://game.xxx/regist.xxx (the server 3, 
in the present embodiment). Note that the server to which the instruction file is 
transmitted is not necessarily the same as the one that should receive the 
transmission data. 

[0068] Note that, in FIG 9, the instruction file is described in XML format, but 
may be described in text or binary format. Also, the instruction file may also 
include data required at the time of executing the application. For example, if the 
application is schedule management software and schedule information is stored 
in the server, the schedule information may be included in the instruction file. 
[0069] Referring back to FIG. 8, in step S81, the transmission data 
generating unit 44 extracts information required for transmitting the transmission 
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data, from the transmission information specifying data 91, the transmission format 
specifying data 92, and the destination server specifying data 93 included in the 
instruction file shown in FIG. 9, and stores the extracted information. In the 
present embodiment, the transmission data generating unit 44 extracts, from the 
transmission information specifying data 91, information that the high score 
information is transmitted as the transmission data, and stores the extracted 
information. The transmission data generating unit 44 extracts, from the 
transmission format specifying data 92, information that the transmission data is 
not compressed and is concatenated with a URL indicating the location of the CGI 
for transmission in a query format, and information that GET is used as the method 
in HTTP Then, the transmission data generating unit 44 stores the extracted 
information. The transmission data generating unit 44 extracts, from the 
destination server specifying data 93, information that the transmission data is 
transmitted to the server located at M http://game.xxx/regist.xxx. n , and stores the 
extracted information. 

[0070] The transmission data generating unit 44 then determines the 
transmission data among the generated data (step S82). Specifically, the 
transmission data generating unit 44 refers to the information stored in step S81 to 
retrieve the data stored in the generated data storage unit 43. In the present 
embodiment, the transmission data generating unit 44 retrieves the high score 
information stored in the generated data storage unit 43. 

[0071] The transmission data generating unit 44 then determines the 
transmission format of the transmission data (step S83). Specifically, the 
transmission data generating unit 44 refers to the information stored in step S81 to 
generate the transmission data from the data retrieved in step S82. In the present 



embodiment, the transmission data generating unit 44 generates, from the high 
score information retrieved in step S82, the transmission data uncompressed and 
represented in query format. Note that a program for generating the transmission 
data is previously stored in the transmission data generating unit 44. 
[0072] Furthermore, the transmission data generating unit 44 determines the 
server to which the transmission data is transmitted (step S84), and then ends the 
procedure. Specifically, the transmission data generating unit 44 refers to the 
information stored in step S81 to determine the destination server. As stated 
above, in the present embodiment, assume that the destination server is the 
server 3. That is, assume the URL included in the destination server specifying 
data 93 of FIG. 9 indicates the server 3. 

[0073] The transmission data generated in the above stated manner is 
outputted to the terminal-side communications control unit 41. The terminal-side 
communications control unit 41 transmits the transmission data received from the 
transmission data generating unit 44 to the server 3 via the network 2. Specifically, 
the terminal-side communications control unit 41 concatenates an URL indicating 
the location of the CGI previously stored in the server 3 with the transmission data, 
and transmits the resultant data in a query format to the server 3. 
[0074] Oft Upon receiving the transmission data, the server-side 
communications control unit 51 outputs the transmission data to the transmission 
data processing unit 53. — ©ft Upon receiving the transmission data, the 
transmission data processing unit 53 carries out predetermined processing. In the 
present embodiment, assume herein that the predetermined processing is 
registration of the transmission data. Specifically, the CGI program linked to the 
URL transmitted from the communications terminal 1 is executed, and by 



analyzing the query part, the transmission data is registered in the transmission 
data storage unit 54. 

[0075] In the present embodiment, the transmission data processing unit 53 
carries out registration of the transmission data when receiving the transmission 
data. This is not restrictive, and the server 3 may transmit some data to the 
communications terminal 1. That is, in response to the transmission data, the 
transmission data processing unit 53 may transmit the information stored in the 
content storage unit 52 or the transmission data storage unit 54 to the 
communications terminal 1. For example, the server 3 stores, as the transmission 
data, game scores received from a plurality of communications terminals. When 
receiving new transmission data from the communications terminal 1, the server 3 
calculates a position in the game in relation to the other users, and then transmits 
the game position data to the communications terminal 1. Also, the transmission 
data processing unit 53 of the server 3 may simply report that it has received the 
transmission data. 

[0076] As such, in the present embodiment, described is a case where the 
transmission data transmitted from the communications terminal is a game score 
as tbe-a_result of executing th e a pp li cat i ons. — H e r e , in a game application. In 
another embodiment, however the application is not restricted to a game. For 
example, the application may be the one used for uploading information stored in 
the communications terminal, such as schedule information, to the server. 
[0077] In the present embodiment, the instruction file includes the 
transmission information specifying data 91, the transmission format specifying 
data 92, and the destination server specifying data 93. Her e , i n In another 
embodiment, however, the instruction file may include at least one of the above 



three types of data. In this case, the data not set by the instruction file may be set 
by default in the communications terminal. 

[0078] Also, the communications terminal 1 may carry out data 
authentication on the retrieved instruction file. That is, the communications 
terminal 1 may carry out authentication to see whether the instruction file has Rot 
been tampered with , whether the server that transmitted the instruction file is an 
authorized server, or the like. Thus, it is possible to prevent erroneous data 
transmission processing based on the tampered instruction file. It is also possible 
to prevent the communications terminal 1 from being infected with a computer 
virus via a virus-carrying instruction file. 

[0079] Furthermore, the instruction file may describe an instruction that 
varies depending on the result of executing the application. For example, such an 
instruction may be described as that the transmission data is transmitted with a 
method "POST" if the amount of transmission data is large, while with a method 
"GET" if the amount is small. Also, for example, such an instruction may be 
described as that data indicating the result of executing the application is 
transmitted if the application operates correctly, otherwise details on error and 
cause of error are transmitted. Furthermore.-on upon receiving details on error 
and cause of error, the server may transmit information about how to solve the 
error to the communications terminal, thereby enabling the user to facilitate error 
handling. 

[0080] In the present embodiment, the application executing unit 42 starts 
executing the application 131 when receiving the instruction file from the terminal- 
side communications control unit 41. Here, the application may be started anytime 
before the transmission data generating unit 44 retrieves the generated data. 



[0081] In the present embodiment, no description is given to the user's input 
operations in the course of the processing by the communications terminal 1 from 
retrieving the instruction file to transmitting the transmission data. For exampl e , 
how e v e r However , a pop-up d i sp l ay display, for example, may appear on the 
screen of the display unit 46 for inquiring of the user about whether to carry out 
data transmission, thereby prompting the user to enter some input. 
[0082] I n th e abov e , — d e scrib e d Described above is a case where 
transmission of the instruction file and the transmission data is carried out between 
the server 3 and the communications terminal 1. Such transmission is also carried 
out between any server other than the server 3 and any communications terminal 
other than the communications terminal 1. 

[0083] Furthermore, the present invention can be realized by a computer 
program, and can also be easily achieved on another independent computer 
system via a recording medium with the computer program recorded thereon. 
[0084] While the invention has been described in detail, the foregoing 
description is in all aspects illustrative and not restrictive. It is understood that 
numerous other modifications and variations can be devised without departing 
from the scope of the invention. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A terminal-side communications control unit 41 makes a request to a 
server for r e tri e ving an instruction file that d e scr i b e s an i nstruct i on includes 
instructions for transmitting transmission data. The server transmits the instruction 
file in response to the request for r e tr ie v i ng the instruction file. On Upon receiving 
the instruction file, the terminal-side communications control unit 41 causes an 
application executing unit 42 to execute an application, and also forwards the 
instruction file to a transmission data generating unit 44. Qfn Upon receiving the 
instruction file, the transmission data generating— part unit 4 4 refers to the 
instruction file to generate, from generated data stored in a generated data storage 
unit 43, transmission data to be transmitted to the server. 
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